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PAGE NUMBER, LINE
NUMBER

COMMENT

General Comments

I support the conclusions in the draft and find the
Committee’s recommendations appropriate for fertility,
development, and lactation.

Please see below for minor, specific comments on the
document. At the end of the document, I’ve included a
list of additional literature that may warrant inclusion
or consideration in the final document.

Specific Comments

(Table) Page 36, under ‘General
toxicity’

The second bullet down, “...survival of the control
group was significantly (p<0.05) lower in the treatment
groups in males” should be changed to “...survival of
the control group was significantly (p<0.05) lower
compared to the treatment groups in males.”

Page 42, lines 13-16

From the report summary, the absolute weight of the
pituitary gland was statistically significantly increased;
however, there were no changes of microscopic
structure of the pituitary gland so the effect could be
considered not to be of toxicological significance. This
may not need to be mentioned and may confuse
significant findings.

Page 44, lines 18-19

Suggest making it clearer or stating explicitly that the
nanosize of the SnS2 flowers appears to matter when it
comes to penetrating the blood-testis barrier and
inducing testicular tissue injury (e.g., no effects were
seen at exposure to 200 nm).

(Table) Page 47, under ‘Results
on sexual function and fertility’,
last bullet

Would help to clarify that the median value of T (389
ng/dL) was the total T for the study population.

(Table) Page 48, under ‘Results
on sexual function and fertility’,
last bullet

Would help to clarify that the total T/LH ratio of 3.5
was the total T/LH ratio for the study population.

Page 53, line 3

Might be helpful to include the dose in parentheses for
quick reference point (38 mg/kg).

(Table) Page 68, under ‘Results
on developmental toxicity’

Would help to clarify that these are birth weight for
gestational age (GA) z-scores.

(Table) Page 73, under ‘Bias and
confounding’

Suggest mentioning there were major differences in
mode of delivery between base population and sample
population (i.e., 65.1% vs. 99%, respectively). This
discrepancy may be—in part—explained by other
factors (maternal age, parity, gestational length, etc.)
that should be considered when interpreting the
findings.




(Table) Page 74, under ‘Exposure
assessment and statistical
analyses’

Should be corrected to state that for both paternal and
maternal urine tin concentrations, the values are the
percent above the LOD and not below.

(Table) Page 74, under ‘Bias and
confounding’

Suggest removing that the “...sample size was quite
low.” Though they included several covariates in their
adjusted models, the sample size was similar or larger
than other studies where limited sample size was not
mentioned.

Page 86, lines 16-17

Suggest adding here that Sn levels appeared to be
highly correlated with other metals (e.g., arsenic,
antimony, bismuth), so co-exposure was a major study
limitation (see Figure 1).

Page 88, lines 22-23

Suggest emphasizing that tin levels in breastmilk were
lower compared to both water and soil levels—add soil
median value of 3.10 pg/L here as well.

Page 89, lines 3-4

Suggest mentioning the potential for selection bias in
this study, as volunteers were recruited (i.e., could lead
to women enrolling who were already concerned about
potentially high environmental contaminants, including
tin).

Page 91, line 32

Reference for #13 is a link to the main page on ‘Tin’
and not directly to the study it is intended to reference.
The direct link is Registration Dossier - ECHA

(europa.eu)

Page 92, line 5

Reference for #15 is a link to the main page on ‘Tin’
and not directly to the study it is intended to reference.
The direct link to that study is here Registration
Dossier - ECHA (europa.eu)

Human studies that were in the
data collection range that were
not included, but may be relevant
or worth consideration in final
report



https://echa.europa.eu/nl/registration-dossier/-/registered-dossier/15457/7/9/2
https://echa.europa.eu/nl/registration-dossier/-/registered-dossier/15457/7/9/2
https://echa.europa.eu/nl/registration-dossier/-/registered-dossier/2149/7/9/2/?documentUUID=d2e3676c-050e-41a0-b644-46fea79ab7d8
https://echa.europa.eu/nl/registration-dossier/-/registered-dossier/2149/7/9/2/?documentUUID=d2e3676c-050e-41a0-b644-46fea79ab7d8
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